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to fly this huge vehicle was derived from four motors each of 250 h.p.
Enthusiasts need feel no disappointment with the limit set to the size of the coming aeroplane. If the limit should prove to be only three tons useful lift such machines would be capable of remarkable performances and would have an industrial and also a military significance of revolutionary importance.
Non-technical readers, perhaps, have no conception of the vast work involved in designing each new aeroplane development. Actually, a new aeroplane, not counting the engine, not necessarily a radical departure from previous types, requires anything from 150 to 250 working drawings and a vast amount of calculations.
Looking ahead in the light of actual experience and not indulging in fancies, it can be clearly seen that the employment of large forces of big aeroplanes capable of starting from England and in a few hours bombarding cities on the far side of the Rhine will be possible. In like manner, a hostile European Power with bases nearthe North Sea could attack our inland towns and our railway lines and depots.
National defence must therefore take on a new aspect. To resist attack, it is true, established military methods must be used, but the material will be different; the guns will be different; different projectiles will be used ; and attack and counter-attack will often be by aircraft which, navigating the air, are entirely differently environed and conditioned from vehicles ordinarily used by the Navy and Army.
New strategical considerations arise, demanding special study, special training, and highly technical knowledge. War in future will begin with sudden and unannounced raids on a large scale on the enemy's railway systems. And armament for offence and methods of defence only dimly foreshadowed during the Great War will be demanded. Bomb-dropping from aircraft calls for different